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INTRODUCTION

Archival institutions all over the world contain rich source of information. They also represent a unique part of the cultural heritage of human society. Preservation and management of those precious resources, their processing in order to make them available to public and creating possibilities for broad access to them are principal responsibilities of all public archives.
Development of information technology in the last ten years has greatly influenced also “life in archives”. Digital conversion of archival material itself has advanced rapidly in the past few years. It promises to continue to expand its reach and improve its capacities. Digitization has proven to be possible for nearly every format and medium presently held by archives – from manuscripts to maps, and moving images to musical recordings. Digitization is no doubt the issue that more than anything else fascinates preservation managers in many institutions. The possibilities seem limitless, the advantages are obvious and “archives and libraries without walls” are seemed to become very close future. Archives have to cope with transformation of their registers of archival fonds / collections and finding aids from paper into electronic form, digitally born electronic records created by state agencies, legal persons and physical persons turn into electronic archival documents. It seems that digitization of archives is the way which allows general public access to them through the use of digital copies and at the same time preserves the originals.

This is the reason why many national and international projects are oriented in digitization of archives in order to make access to them more comfortable for broad public and to preserve originals at the same time. 

But such a virtual archives or library have a very real price. Managers of cultural institutions and those responsible for policy matters related to digitization often find themselves struggling not only to understand the new technologies, but also, and more important, to grasp the implications of those technologies and to understand what digitization of their collections means for their institutions and public. This new technology and digitization often raise expectations of benefits, cost reduction, and efficiencies that can be sometimes illusory. One such false expectation may be that this new technique will solve all the problems connected with access to archives and fast use of them on one hand and – on the other hand - their preservation at the same time.

SITUATION IN SLOVAK ARCHIVES
For the time being neither the Slovak National Archives nor any state Slovak archives do not keep any electronic records transferred to the archives from institutions and organisations of their origin. However, new types of electronic records databases are created in archives themselves. The basic information about archives, its activities and services, archival fonds and collections, finding aids, as well as legal regulations and legislative measures concerning archives are provided on the web site of the Department of Archives, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic and Slovak state archives. 
From this point of view several national and international running or completed projects and programs in Slovak archives are briefly presented.
NATIONAL PROJECTS IN DIGITIZATION OF ARCHIVES
1) Central register of archival fonds and archival collections (2010 – 2012)
Archival information system, according to the Slovak Act on Archives
, is defined as “a complex of information about archival documents recorded in the archival heritage register, about their storage, content and access to them” and “consists of the Archival heritage register and finding aids instruments (guide, inventory, catalogue and register)”. The Ministry shall keep a central register of all archives occurring in the territory of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as “central register”).
The information about archival fonds and archival collections administrated by the state archives in the Slovak Republic was until now partly available via the internet portal Archival Vademecum which was opened to the public in April 2008. It is based on a nationwide register of archival fonds and archival collections called AFondy. The register is not on-line available, the database was upgraded once a year. The output register record of each archival fond/collection in the database contains: identification number of the fond/collection, name and numerical code of the archive, name of archival fond/collection, time extent, amount/quantity in running meters, thematic group, accessibility, name of the creator/predecessor, state of processing and date of record updating, information about physical status, information about the finding aids to the fond/collection and some information intended only for archivists and not for the general public. If exists a finding aid to the respective archival fond, Archival Vademecum enables to assign the information on the finding aid or to present its full text. 
Within the national project of upgrading the system (2011 – 2012), the State Archives updated necessary information in the whole database and now use the new version of electronic archival information system AFondy. The register is updated twice a year nowadays but later on it will be possible on-line updating thus to create the central online database of the register of archival fonds and collections kept in the network of state and all other types of archives in Slovakia.  For the time being there are 29 507 archival fonds and archival collections registered in it. It is available in electronic form and accessible to all archives via Intranet and till the end of this year will be accessible to the public on the Internet.
2) Finding aids (2010 – 2012)
Finding aids (guide, inventory, catalogue and register) create another part of Slovak archival information system and the Department of Archives, Ministry of Interior manages their central register.  For the time being there are 4 361 registered finding aids from all state archives. 
For creation of electronic finding aids programs ProArchiv Inventories, Maps and Medieval Charters which are parts of the system ProArchiv supplied by the company BACH systems Ltd
 have been used for several years. 360 finding aids were already created in this system and are on-line available.
 
The Slovak archives are now faced to problem of digitization of old finding aids - about 4 000 different types of inventories and catalogues in paper form created in the past. In cooperation with the Slovak National Library in Martin, the paper finding aids are digitalized into the format PDF with OCR. About 2 200 of them have already been digitized and after assigning appropriate metadata they will be also on-line available on Internet. This on-going project should be completed till the end of this year.
3) Heraldic register (2011 – 2012)
It represents the highest heraldic authority in the Slovak Republic and Ministry of Interior is in charge of this agenda according to the Slovak legislation.  Its aim is to administer the central register of heraldic symbols – coats-of-arms and flags – used in the Slovak Republic. It registers – in textual and graphic forms, analogue and digital – coats-of-arms and flags of different subjects: state, self-government regions, towns, municipalities, villages, persons, church authorities or different institutions. Ministry of Interior published in book form information from this field in Heraldic Register of the Slovak Republic (8 volumes in 1999 –  2011). Register contains information about 2950 towns, villages and self-government regions, 258 legal persons and 712 physical persons.
The on-going project started publishing of Heraldic Register of the Slovak Republic at the Internet; during 2012 all coats-of-arms and flags published in book form will be available at the web site, since 2013 register will be updated continuously. Nowadays Internet version of this Register contains information about 2 950 towns, villages and self-government regions, 108 legal persons, 486 physical persons and 3484 symbols. 

4) “Parish registers on-line” – preparation of the project
Parish registers, as archival documents, represent by their content an irreplaceable information source. Registers are the object of constantly growing interest of researches in the field of genealogy. Settlement of genealogical requirements represents a large and time-consuming burden for archives. Frequent use of registers on one hand and the necessity of their preservation on the other one was the main reason for their microfilming. For study purposes the Slovak state archives provide only microfilm copies because the requirements for their use by researchers are enormous. Genealogical research represents about 30 – 50 % of the total study visits in Slovak archives. 
Parish registers till the year 1895 are kept in the network of state archives with regional territorial competence and Archives of Capital of the Slovak Republic Bratislava - in total nearly 12 000 volumes which represents more than 2 250 000 microfilm frames. All microfilms are already digitized. As our intention is to publish all the data on Internet we are in the course of preparation new national project “Parish Registers on-line”. 

5) National Project Digital Library – Digital Archives (2012 – 2015)

On 17 September 2007, amended in November 2010, the European Commission approved an Operational Programme for Slovakia for the 2007-2013 period. The Operational Programme “Information Society” (OPIS) falls within the Convergence Objective framework and is co-funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). The overall objective of the Operational Programme is to create an information society as a means to developing a performing knowledge-based economy in Slovakia. The principal objectives of the Information Society Programme are: 

· electronisation of public administration (i.e. transforming the paper-based environment into an electronic-based environment) 
· development of electronic services
· development and renewal of the infrastructure of repository institutions
· improvement of the availability of broadband internet access.
 Within the priorities of the OPIS for 2007-2013 is also Priority axis 2 (PO2) – Development of repository institutions and the renewal of their national infrastructure. Repository institutions across Slovakia contain an enormous quantity of cultural, scientific and intellectual heritage. This priority seeks to make this material available to users regardless of their location. Taking advantage of technology to provide digital access to repository archives will achieve these objectives. Furthermore, digitising content will enable the broadest possible application of data in the fields of R&D, innovation, local development and regional development.

The objective of PO2 is the improvement of the system of acquisition, processing, protection and utilization of knowledge and digital content, as well as the modernization and completion of the infrastructure of repository institutions at the national level.
 Within the framework of the PO 2, the national project Digital Library – Digital Archives has been approved. Lead partner of the project is the Slovak National Library in Martin and partner is the Ministry of Interior – the Slovak National Archives which provides 1,4 milion archival documents (about 5,5 milions pictures) for digitization. 30 % of the total digitized volume has to be published on Internet. The project will be completed in the middle of 2015.
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS
1) Monasterium (March 2007 – October 2010)

The Slovak law 395/2002 on Archives and Registries and on the Amendments of Certain Acts states “the Archives shall only submit an original of an archival document for its study in exceptional cases, whilst it shall always submit a copy of an archival document, if it concerns an archival document created before 1526.” 
This was one of the main reasons why the Slovak National Archives in Bratislava, after close cooperation in project with “ICARUS - International Centre for Archival Research”
 - joined the project Monasterium. The main objective in this project from the Slovak side was to digitize all medieval charters in the Slovak National Archives, to make them available in electronic form for the public and to preserve the most important and the most historically valued archival documents – medieval charters which are important for national and European history as well. Besides all other activities within the framework of the project (preparation of archival documents for digitization, creation of metadata, preparation of outputs in presentation quality, workshops, dissemination of information, etc.) 23 000 medieval charters were digitized and prepared for publication on internet. They are now on-line available at the web site of the project (http://www.mom-ca.uni-koeln.de/mom/SK-SNA/archive).
2) ENArC – European Network on Archival Cooperation (November 2010 – April 2015)



There are 14 partners from 10 European countries participating in the project under the leading partner ICARUS from Austria. The project comprises the following activities: 

· fostering and institutionalisation of the already existing network of ICARUS (a shared platform of Central European cultural institutions for the purpose of mutual support in mainly archival issues and project management), 

· continuous exchange of know-how and experiences through meetings, workshops, conferences, experts exchange programs, education and training programs and the inclusion of new partners within the network,

· digitisation activities of the participating partners, so that content of archival documents of European value can be easily moved from one country to another, from one person to another without damage the original historical source.


The project is aimed at effectively establishing and gradually expanding a European network for written cultural heritage, which is supposed to strengthen people’s awareness of Europe’s common historical past and the historical memory of Europe’s countries and cultures by means of developing innovative strategies.


To this end, it is as necessary to institutionalise the already existing network of European cultural institutions (ICARUS) as to advance the digitisation and indexing of records within archives on a national basis. This in turn will promote the intercultural dialogue between institutions as well as considerably increase the amount of digital content on European archive portals (such as APEX) and Europeana through further historical source material.


Within the framework of the project, Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic – the Slovak National Archives 

· Designs the data collection, analysis and digitisation of archival material. Ensure the implementation of all the data into the Slovak archives portal and the European charters portal www.monasterium.net, 

· organized an international workshop “Presentation and preservation of archival heritage - possibilities and reality” in Bratislava in October 2011,
 

· tries to enlarge the network in Slovakia (November 2010 – April 2015), 

· organizes the translation and dissemination of project relevant material in Slovakia in the course of the project,
· organises the translation of the main contents of the website, 

· ensures the local management of the project. 

Digitization of all medieval charters - 10 000 archival documents with their metadata - from 32 state Slovak archives and their branches was performed in the project. Total number of medieval charters to the common website of the project reached 33 300 documents. It can be stated that all medieval charters till 1526 from all state Slovak archives have already been digitized and are accessible at the Monasterium web site.
3) CrArc – Archives without borders - Historical documents as a base for raising cross-border awareness of the public (February 2012 – June 2014)

The project is meant to overcome the existing national boundaries by establishing a close cooperation network of Austrian and Slovakian archives
 - namely Austrian State Archives Vienna, international association “ICARUS-International Centre for Archival Research”, based in Vienna, Lower Austrian State Archive, St. Pölten, Network History Lower Austria, St. Pölten, and Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic as a founder of the State Archives in Slovakia – of which the State Archives in Bratislava and The Archives of the Capital of the Slovak Republic Bratislava will be the main providers of archival documents for the project. 
This network of collaborating archival institutions will set up the requirements for an easy and wide access to different sources concerning the common historic past of both countries. This pool of information can be useful for several purposes - cultural heritage, local history, tourism, school lessons, further education etc.

In order to make the named sources available to the public and to foster an intensive exchange of knowledge and experience across the national borders, the establishment of a virtual platform, based on current scientific and technological standards, will be implemented – to accomplish the following objectives:

1. Building up a cross-border cooperation network, lasting beyond the duration of the project

2. Establishment of a database of historical sources of the named region

3. Presentation of selected stocks in digital form

4. Edition and preparation of important documents in order to make them available to the wide public in digital form.

The project is meant - on the one hand- to establish an intensive and lasting cooperation between archival institutions on both sides of the border and - on the other hand, to lay the foundation for an up-to-date approach to historic sources of the named region. An easy online access will give the people originating from the border region between Austria and Slovakia the opportunity to research and experience the countless aspects of their common historic past, fostering and deepening a transborder consciousness.

Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic is the only legal entity for all State archives in Slovakia. 


The State Archives in Bratislava, established in 1954, ranks among the largest archives in Slovakia (1428 archival fonds and collections, 6858 running metres). It keeps archival documents from the 13th century - the oldest one is dated from 1252. Of the wide groups of fonds of the state and public administration the most important for its content and extent is the fond of former Bratislava County from 1398 – 1922. Because of this fact its congregational protocols from the period of 1579-1802 are subject of the project. There are the documents of general meetings of whole nobility of county, diet, military, tax and building documents, etc. Therefore information about mercantile contacts between Slovakia and Austria, migration of population, property of estates, military logistics, military deserters, riverine traffic and border rivers control, overflowing (the Danube and the Morava) and handicrafts can be found. The collection of Parish registers from 1616 – 1895 is also of a special interest o public. From the territorial point of view the collection is one of the best sources for the genealogical research and migration research in the region of Bratislava Region and Trnava Region. Some smaller amount of archives (about 6 000 copies) is also proposed from the branches of the State Archives in Bratislava - in Modra, Trnava, Skalica and Šaľa.

Within the project the Archives will digitize and provide for public 310 000 digital copies of archival documents (260 000 charters and letters, 44 000 protocols).

The Archives of the Capital of the Slovak Republic Bratislava is the oldest cultural-scientific institution in Bratislava. The Archives protects and makes accessible written sources since 1254. They are not the most important sources for the history of the town only but they also represent the single evidence of a broader significance in terms of trans-border cooperation for above mentioned purposes. The Archives is the keeper of the richest medieval collection of documents of municipal provenience in Central Europe. From the project point of view the most important part is the complete series of official town books in particular protocols from meetings of municipal different authorities, town account-books, judicial books, etc.
The Archive of the capital city of the Slovak Republic will digitize around 200.000 documents - the collection of official documents of city administration in Bratislava, like meeting protocols of different communal authorities from 1402 until 1900, records of accounting-books and records concerning court issues.

4) APEX - "Archives Portal Europe network of eXcellence" (01.03.2012 – 28.02.2015)


Slovak Republic is one of the partners participating in APEX project. As all European countries - national archives or national archives authorities – are partners in this project it is not necessary to make any further comments to it.
CONCLUSION

Despite Slovak archival community is rather small and financial situation is not very favourable the archives make effort to enter some national and international projects in order to gain possibilities to provide more information about archives, their activities and services, legal regulations and legislative measures, archival fonds and collections, finding aids and to improve access to archives to general public via Internet. 


Anyway, all steps in the field of digitization of archives lead to the two main goals - to find and provide proper and right information for the users and - at the same time – to preserve original “classical” documents.
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